
London NW3
Sold Belsize Lane

Occupying a sunny corner plot in the heart of Belsize 
Village, this is a wonderfully refined four-bedroom modern 
house with significant architectural pedigree. Originally 
built in 1970 to a design by the noted architect John 
Winter, it was refurbished by Jerry Taylor in 1995, then 
updated and extended by the internationally acclaimed 
practice Adjaye Associates in 2002.

The house has been owned and loved by the same family for 
many years. Although generally in good condition, it may 
benefit from some cosmetic updating in places. It measures 
almost 2,500 sq ft internally, with a front driveway, garage 
and charming garden. It was built as part of a pair, and is 
located on the corner of Belsize Lane and Ornan Road.
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Belsize Lane

Upon entering the house, the visitor is immediately 
connected to the outside, with views to the garden through 
full-width windows. There is a step down to the dining area, 
and then a sliding door to the wedge-shaped kitchen and 
breakfast room. This has a huge glazed door to the garden, 
which has a full-width deck, an expansive lawn and a 
beautiful mature tree. The ground floor also contains a 
utility room, store room and garage.

The living room is on the first floor in order to maximise the 
natural light, with windows to two aspects and a wood-
burning stove. There is also a bedroom with en-suite shower 
room to the other side of the staircase. The second floor 
contains three further bedrooms, two of which have access 
to balconies, and two bathrooms.

Externally, the house is clad in white ceramic mosaic tiles. It 
shows Winter’s typically rational approach to structure and 
construction: the organisation of the interior develops from 
the geometry of the three structural bays on the main 
façades. As part of the 2002 refurbishment, Adjaye 
Associates added insulation to the existing concrete 
blockwork, replaced the windows, and replaced the front 
and garage doors. They also added the single-storey kitchen 
extension, which stands slightly back from the existing 
façade and plays with transparency and reflection.

The house is located a short walk from the shops and 
restaurants in Belsize Village. The Underground is available 
at Belsize Park (Northern Line) and Finchley Road ( Jubilee 
and Metropolitan Lines). Hampstead Village and the vast 
open spaces of Hampstead Heath are easily accessible to the 
north. Many of London’s best independent schools are 
within walking distance of the house.
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About

The Modern House is an estate agency that helps people 
live in more thoughtful and beautiful ways. We believe in 
design as a powerful force for good. Inspired by the 
principles of modernism, we represent design-led homes 
across the UK which celebrate light, space and a truth to 
materials. Esquire credits The Modern House with 
“rewriting the rulebook on estate agency” and GQ voted us 
“one of the best things in the world”.
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